SB 488A -‘MEDICAL WASTE INCINERATION ACT
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Impacts of Waste Incineration In Oregon

The Covanta Waste Incinerator in the mid-Willamette Valley burns nearly
180,000 tons of waste each year, including municipal, industrial and medical
waste. In fact, Covanta is the nation’s 4th largest incinerator burning untreated
medical waste. Waste incinerators emit highly toxic air pollutants including
heavy metals, dioxins and particulate matter, hydrogen chloride, sulfur dioxide,
carbon monoxide and nitrogen oxides which pollute soils, rivers and air and
harm human health and wildlife. Exposure to heavy metals can lead to learning
disabilities, lowered 1Q, and Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) in
children. Dioxin is linked with cancer and birth defects.
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SB 488A Modernizes Air Toxics Monitoring

Municipal, industrial and medical waste loaded into the incinerator
produces uniquely different pollution profiles. For example, burning
plastics and PVCs emit high levels of dioxin and heavy metals. However,
Covanta waste incinerator only provides emissions data from one
annual stack test for these pollutants. Air quality permits should be
based on the most accurate, updated data technology can provide.

SB 488A establishes a pilot project to modernize data collection
using continuous emissions monitoring at the incinerator.
Available technology can capture accurate and frequent emission
measurements of heavy metals, dioxins and PCB’s that are not currently
measured other than once a year during planned stack testing.
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