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Impacts of Waste Incineration In Oregon

The Covanta Waste Incinerator in the mid-Willamette Valley burns as much as
14,000 tons of medical waste each year, much of it imported from other states and
Canada. Medical waste is far more toxic than municipal waste because it contains
higher amounts of plastics, polyvinyl chloride, heavy metals and dioxins.

Waste incineration pollutes soils, rivers and air with heavy metals and toxic
chemicals where they can harm human health and wildlife. Heavy metals
ingestion by children can lead to learning disabilities, lowered 1Q, hyperactivity
and attention deficit disorder. Dioxin is linked with cancer and birth defects.
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Municipal vs. Medical Waste Incineration:

The Regulatory Loophole

Federal regulations for medical waste incinerators are far stricter than
those for municipal waste incinerators because burning medical waste
emits more toxics pollutants. However, a loophole in EPA regulations
allows an incinerator classified as a “municipal waste incinerator’ to
burn significant amounts of more hazardous medical waste without
being held to the stricter emissions limits.

This regulatory loophole allows the Covanta Marion incinerator to follow
weak municipal waste incinerator regulations. That is illogical because
Covanta, under current laws, can burn up to 70% non-municipal waste -
including medical waste brought in from other states and countries.
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