
PROPOSED FUEL 
TRANSFER STATION

USD Biofuels LLC has targeted Trainsong Neighborhood as 

their site. 

There will be impacts to both Trainsong & Southern River Road 

neighborhoods.

Monday, October 7, 2024

A Trainsong Community Meeting hosted by 

Beyond Toxics and Active Bethel Community



1. Welcome

1. Arjorie Arberry Baribeault, Beyond Toxics

2. Lin Woodrich, Co-Chair ABC Neighbors

2. Brief Remarks from Mayor Lucy Vinis and 

Councilor Lyndsie Leech (Ward 7)

3. Presentation on the Proposed Biofuel Transfer 

Station impacting Trainsong & River Road 

neighborhoods

1. Lisa Arkin, Beyond Toxics

2. Dharmika Henschel, Trainsong resident

3. Zach Mulholland, Beyond Toxics

4. Q & A – please limit question to one minute!

Tonight’s Agenda

We’re here for a clean and healthy future !





LOCATION IN TRAINSONG

1 block from Trainsong Park.     Along key school bus routes



CONSTRUCTION SCHEMATIC

• 80 roundtrip tanker trips daily along Bethel Drive

• 4 new rail spurs for staging  rail cars

• 3 truck loading docs

• 5 minutes/hr  per truck idling is legal (no accountability)



ELEMENTS OF 
THE PROPOSAL

• 336,000 gallons per day 

throughput

• Feeder lines from 

tanker cars to tanker 

trucks



USD CLEAN FUELS, LLC

• Based in Houston, TX

• Is a big player in the Texas oil refinery 

business

• Ships bitumen and crude oil from Canada to 

U.S. pipelines for use in refineries and exports



WHAT IS BIODIESEL?

Biodiesel is chemically 

identical to petroleum 

diesel but instead uses 

"feedstock" made from 

animal fats and the 

inedible parts of the corn 

& soybean plant.

Renewable diesel is made from 

fats and oils a hydrocarbon 

produced most often by 

hydrotreating and also via 

gasification, pyrolysis, and 

other biochemical and 

thermochemical technologies.

WHAT IS RENEWABLE 

DIESEL?

Biodiesel Feedstocks



1. Benzene

2. Ethylbenzene

3. Xylene

4. Triethanolamine

5. Arsenic

1. Leaks (1.25 tons/yr)

2. Pumps, hatches, 

flanges, fittingsvalves 

(almost 1 ton/year)

Hazardous 

Fumes

Source of 

leakage



VOC EMISSIONS CALCULATIONS



TOXICITY

Denatured Fuel 

Ethanol
Jet Blend Stock



WHY SITE THIS NEW 24/7 INDUSTRIAL FACILITY IN A 
RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOOD?

HUMAN HEALTH, SAFETY & AIR TOXICS

• Trains banging at all hours day and night. Locomotives spewing diesel particulate.

• Large tanker trucks stopping, idling and rumbling along Bethel/Roosevelt all hours.

• Air pollution from diesel exhaust from tanker trucks.

• Leaking air toxic fumes from the transloading?

• Safety of children/adults on road with no sidewalk on residential side.

• No input from this overly impacted neighborhood before City signed off!



FLAMMABILITY, WATER & LIGHT POLLUTION

•Light pollution from nighttime operations and truck traffic.

•Additives used and stored on site; safety and monitoring and regulation of these 

materials?

•Potential groundwater pollution in the case of a spill?

•Potential for major explosion of these flammable materials – hundreds of 

thousands of gallons moved daily, day in and day out, 24/7

•Are there stringent standards for the transloading of flammable fuels, including 

monitoring for electric sparks? Fuels need to be kept cool to prevent fires.

•Potential for explosive accidents along Bethel Drive with gas-filled tanker trucks.

•Idling of trucks – 5*40 =3 1/3 hours potential DAILY MINIMUM/1,217 

hours/year – who is monitoring them? 



TRAFFIC SAFETY NOT EVALUATED!

RULE: The development will generate 100 or more vehicle trips during any peak hour. 

This standard is arbitrary and capricious. 18-wheel tanker trucks 

traveling in a small residential neighborhood deserves different standards for 

traffic analysis.

RULE: For development sites that abut a street in the jurisdiction of Lane County, a 

Traffic Impact Analysis Review is required if the proposed development will generate 

or receive traffic by vehicles of heavy weight in their daily operations.

This rule should include heavy traffic from all Lane County jurisdiction right of 

ways, not just roads.



Permits Applied For

● City of Eugene

○ Zoning Verification - Granted by City Staff

○ Lane Use Capability Statement – Approved by 

City Staff

● LRAPA 

○ Simple Air Contamination Discharge Permit -

Applied for



City of Eugene
Zoning Verification

Zone verification is used to evaluate whether a proposed building or land 

use activity is allowed in that particular zone.

Permit Type Current Status Beyond Toxics 

Action

Zoning Verification -

Applied for 5/24/2024

City Approved 6/4/2024 Filed Notice of Intent to 

Appeal to State Land Use 

Board of Appeals 

9/30/2024

Land Use Compatibility

for Construction, Air-Water 

permits 

City Approved 6/20/2024 We question the validity of 

this approval.



LRAPA Air Contamination Discharge Permit

Air Contamination 

Discharge Permit 

Current Status Action

● Simple ACDP: A Simple 

ACDP is a less restrictive 

permit. 

● LRAPA rules do not issue 

permits for “moving” 

polluters like trains and 

tanker trucks.

● LRAPA has received the 

permit application for 

review.

● Concerned individuals 

may request a public 

hearing and public

comment period.

Beyond Toxics and 

concerned neighbors will 

submit a request for the air 

pollution public hearing this 

month.



TAKE ACTION!

City didn’t properly 

research zoning/rail uses

Sign the Petition to support the 

Zoning Decision Appeal 

Participate in LRAPA and DEQ 

permitting process

Tell your city leaders 

“No More J.H. 

Baxters!”

A fuel transfer station does not 

belong in a residential 

community.

Rally!

Our community can rally and let 

our elected know we want 

pollution protections for our 

residents!



Question & 
Answer



Thank you!
For more info, add your email to the sign-up sheet to receive updates
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