
 

CEJ Roadshow Advocacy Guide 
Public Hearings on HB 2020, the Clean Energy Jobs bill, in locations around the state have just 
been announced. In addition to Public Hearings in Salem, there will be hearings in Medford, 
Bend, Springfield and the Dalles. We need testimony in support of the Clean Energy Jobs bill 
and bodies to fill the room. If you live in Eugene-Springfield, Medford-Ashland, The Dalles or 

Bend, the Joint Committee is coming to you! We need massive turnout to these public hearings. We 
recommend arriving 30 minutes early to the hearing so you can sign up to testify. 

Whether or not you can make it to the hearing, please write to your Representative and Senator today. 
Anyone can be heard at a public hearing. You just sign up to testify and then you will get 2-3 minutes in front of 
the Joint Committee on Carbon Reduction to talk about why climate action is urgent and how to make the first 
draft of the Clean Energy Jobs bill stronger! 

Thank you so much for your engagement! Let’s show the Legislature that Oregonians all over the state are 
ready for Clean Energy Jobs and a healthy climate. 
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1. Clean Energy Jobs Public Hearing RSVP + Social Media Links 

Springfield - Friday, February 22, 12pm-3pm, Springfield City Hall, Council Chamber, 225 Fifth Street 

- RSVP: https://www.reneworegon.org/springfield_hearing 
- Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/events/299861534064531/ 

Medford -  Saturday, February 23, 9am-12pm, Central Medford Highschool Auditorium, 815 S Oakdale Ave 

- RSVP: https://www.reneworegon.org/medford_hearing 
- Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/events/2175778052480847/ 

 

The Dalles - Friday, March 1, 12pm-3pm, The Dalles Civic Auditorium, Community Room, 323 East 4th Street 

- RSVP: https://www.reneworegon.org/the_dalles_hearing 
- Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/events/785247095172261/ 

Bend - Saturday, March 2, 9am-12pm, Central Oregon Community College, Cascade Hall, Room 246-248, 
2600 NW College Way 

- RSVP: https://www.reneworegon.org/bend_hearing 
- Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/events/331874437436727/ 

2. Here are some tips for public testimony: 
➢ Each person will likely have 2-3 minutes 
➢ How to testify 
➢ Make your testimony personal and relevant. Use the talking points, frequently asked questions, and 

recommendations to strengthen the bill while crafting your testimony. 
➢ Watch recent testimony on the Clean Energy Jobs Bill, HB 2020 on OLIS. Download the complete text. 

 
If you are not able to attend a hearing in person, please submit written testimony in support of the Bill to 
jccr.exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov. 

2.1 General lobbying advice: 
● Legislators care about constituents. Personal contact is the best, but handwritten personal letters & 

personal emails are good. 
● Tell a personal story about why this bill matters to you; no need to dig deep into policy unless you are 

an expert! 
● Be nice, be concise, don’t be afraid to say “I don’t know, but I will get back to you.” 
● Send a thank you email or handwritten note mentioning your visit to Salem. 
● Attend coffees and town halls in your district. Be nice and respectful to staff.  Relationships matter! 

Try your best and don’t be intimidated by the officials or the lobbying process. Elected officials and legislators 
are rarely experts on every topic, and often get help from their staff to understand bills and policies. You very 
well could be just as knowledgeable if not more than them! 

Do not be afraid to be your genuine self. Keep behavior appropriate, but seek a genuine connection with 
your official, as it may move them to take you more seriously. 

http://www.olcv.org/rsvp-for-a-clean-energy-jobs-public-hearing
https://www.reneworegon.org/springfield_hearing
https://www.facebook.com/events/299861534064531/
https://www.reneworegon.org/medford_hearing
https://www.facebook.com/events/2175778052480847/
https://www.reneworegon.org/the_dalles_hearing
https://www.facebook.com/events/785247095172261/
https://www.reneworegon.org/bend_hearing
https://www.facebook.com/events/331874437436727/
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/citizen_engagement/Pages/How-to-Testify.aspx
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2019R1/Measures/Overview/HB2020
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2019R1/Measures/Overview/HB2020
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2019R1/Downloads/MeasureDocument/HB2020/Introduced
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2019R1/Downloads/MeasureDocument/HB2020/Introduced
mailto:jccr.exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov


 

2.3 Make it public - Social Media Guidance: 
● Beforehand, share on social media that you are going to Town Hall meeting. It will create moral 

support, make you more empowered within your social media circle, and may attract others to join you. 
● Hashtags: #CleanEnergyJobs #ORLeg #ORPol  
● Medford: https://www.facebook.com/events/2175778052480847/ 
● Springfield: https://www.facebook.com/events/299861534064531/ 
● The Dalles: https://www.facebook.com/events/785247095172261/ 
● Bend: https://www.facebook.com/events/331874437436727/ 

3. To Strengthen HB 2020: Critical Components for an Effective Clean Energy 
Jobs Bill 
Environmental Integrity: Must be an economy-wide program starting in 2021, therefore, needs an 
emergency clause, a program that links regionally with a cap of at least 45% by 2035 & at least 80% 
by 2050. 
  
Centers Equity: There must be a clear requirement that the majority of all proceeds will go to the 
communities most impacted by climate change to not only mitigate impacts but more importantly 
provide opportunities. This should include low-income and rural communities, communities of color, 
at least a 10% Tribal set aside, and a just transition fund for workers. Public funds should be 
awarded to responsible contractors and pay prevailing wages. Design and implementation of 
program need to include an over-representation of equity perspectives in the advisory and 
decision-making bodies associated with this program. 
  
Effective and Fair: All Emitters under the cap (no exemptions), oil industry cannot qualify for free 
allowances, no free allowances in perpetuity, fossil fuel infrastructure cannot qualify as EITE or 
receive free allowances. Entities who receive free allowances should use the value of those 
benefits for energy efficiency upgrades and not be eligible for program proceeds. 
  
Delivers Benefits: This program must deliver benefits across the state and prioritize greenhouse 
gas reductions and not be used for investments that increase emissions. Any proceeds restricted 
to the Highway Trust Fund must be set aside in a sub-account to support climate mitigation and 
resiliency. Investment decisions for all proceeds should have strong criteria that guides their 
allocation and should focus on the following areas for investment (as stated in the bill) 

● Clean and Renewable Energy 
● Forest Health, Sustainable Agriculture, and Wildfire Prevention 
● Energy Efficient Homes and Buildings 
● Clean and Affordable Transportation choices 
● Water, Fish, Wildlife, Coastal Protection and Conservation 

 
Kickstarts Comprehensive Climate Action: No climate or environmental rollbacks or pre-emptions. 

https://www.facebook.com/events/2175778052480847/
https://www.facebook.com/events/299861534064531/
https://www.facebook.com/events/785247095172261/
https://www.facebook.com/events/331874437436727/


 

4. Clean Energy Jobs Campaign - Talking Points & Frequently Asked Questions  

4.1 Talking Points 
From Pollution to Prosperity: It’s time for Oregon to transition from polluting energy to  
a clean energy economy. Our state is poised to reap the rewards of more jobs, clean air, and local, 
renewable energy if we limit and put a price on climate pollution and focus reinvestment in local 
communities. The threat of climate change on Oregon farmers, families and communities requires 
urgent action. 
 
Transitioning Oregon away from polluting energy will help create good paying jobs in the 
clean energy economy. 

● Clean Energy Jobs bill will raise hundreds of millions of dollars per year to benefit Oregon 
communities across the state, putting Oregonians to work by making clean power like solar 
available to more people, upgrading homes and businesses to use less energy and save 
people money, building affordable housing near transit and investing in more 
transportation options. 

● The clean energy economy employs all kinds of Oregonians -- like construction workers, 
engineers, designers, manufacturing workers, salespeople, administrators and custodians. 

● A lot of the work such as energy efficiency construction and local, clean energy like solar and 
wind has to be done here with jobs that can’t be outsourced.  

● Clean economy jobs growing at an 11% annual rate in Oregon  -- faster than state 
employment as a whole. Just imagine what more investment can do! 

● We must invest proceeds from a price on climate pollution to build up and clean up 
communities hit first and worst by climate change and dirty fossil fuels -- such as low-income, 
rural, communities of color and Tribes. We must create opportunities for Oregon workers with 
new jobs and job training. 

 
We need clean air to breathe and healthy water to drink 

● Pollution from gas and diesel can trigger asthma, heart attacks and other health 
emergencies. These health issues affect all Oregonians, and particularly impact children, the 
elderly, low-income communities, and communities of color. 

● Our families, farmers, fishermen and firefighters are all bearing the burden of climate pollution 
today. It will cost us millions more every year we wait. We must act now for our health and our 
economy. 

 
Pricing pollution works. It’s the biggest step Oregon can take to fight climate change. 

● Oregon lawmakers have been working on a cap-and-invest policy for more than a decade. The 
Clean Energy Jobs bill is more than ready. It’s past time for Oregon to take major action. 

● California, Quebec, and 9 Northeastern states (soon to be 11) have cap-and-invest systems 
that work.  

o In every state and province with cap-and-invest there are: growing economies, falling 
emissions, stable energy prices, and thousands of jobs created. History is our proof.  

● 2 out of 3 Oregonians favor making the largest polluters pay for the cost of what they put 
into our air and water.  



 
● As individuals, we follow the rules and do our part to keep Oregon clean and green.  Large 

businesses operating in Oregon should have to follow the rules too.  

4.2 Frequently Asked Questions & Answers 

What is Clean Energy Jobs? 

It’s a policy to cap and price climate pollution from the largest emitters in the state, and reinvest the 
proceeds into Oregon’s clean energy economy to create good-paying jobs and make our air cleaner. 
It will put Oregonians to work by making clean power like solar available to more people, improving 
energy efficiency in homes and businesses to save people money, building affordable housing 
near transit and investing in more transportation options. 

Why do we need Clean Energy Jobs right now? 

There’s a huge opportunity in front of us. By building clean energy into all parts of our economy, 
we’ll create good-paying jobs, make our businesses more competitive, and position our state to be an 
economic engine in the 21st century. We can’t let this opportunity pass us by. The sooner the policy 
is in place, the faster the investment dollars begin flowing in our state.  
 
Plus, Oregon is already feeling the effects of climate change and air pollution -- lung disease, 
drought, wildfires, extreme weather, and rising acid levels in oceans. Our families, farmers, fishermen 
and firefighters are all bearing the burden of climate pollution - today. Oregon’s emissions are 
climbing, not falling. Our state must be a leader in tackling this problem for our health and our 
economy.  

Who will pay the price on pollution? 

Only those emitters responsible for 25,000 tons or more of greenhouse gases per year, about the 
equivalent of burning 133 train cars full of coal. In other words, your favorite grocery store, brewery or 
florist will not fall under the cap, only the largest polluters in the state. There are roughly 100 entities 
covered and about one-third of them are oil companies.  

How much will the large emitters pay? 

The program is set to go into effect in 2021, and climate pollution will be priced at around $16 per ton 
to start. At that rate, Oregon will raise hundreds of millions of dollars per year to reinvest in creating 
jobs and building clean energy solutions for Oregonians. 
 

How does it work? 

Every year, a certain number of permits will be made available by the state. Large emitters will be 
required to hold one permit for each ton of pollution they intend to put into the air that year. They will 
buy permits at an auction. Each year, the number of permits to pollute will shrink -- lowering the cap 
and the amount of climate pollution. Fewer permits will increase demand for permits. If companies 
aren’t reducing emissions, the price of each permit will go up because of less supply and increased 
demand.  
 



 
Proceeds from the sale of permits will be reinvested into clean energy solutions in communities all 
across Oregon. For instance, money can be used to lower the cost of solar panels for homes, schools 
or businesses. It can be used to help low-income homeowners retrofit their homes at low or no cost to 
make them more energy efficient and lower energy bills. It can help farmers pay for advanced 
irrigation systems that save water and money on energy. It can help cities and towns develop better 
transit options to help people get around.  

What if a polluter doesn’t buy any permits or pollutes more than allowed? 

That polluter would be in violation of state law and subject to legal penalties and fees levied by 
regulators. Businesses don’t like be out of compliance with state law.  

Where will the money go? 

Hundreds of millions of dollars per year in proceeds from Clean Energy Jobs will be reinvested in 
clean energy solutions -- putting Oregonians to work by making clean power like solar available to 
more people, improving energy efficiency in homes and businesses to save people money, 
building affordable housing near transit and investing in more transportation options.  
 
Major investment will go to reduce pollution and grow opportunities for low-income and rural 
communities, communities of color, and for training workers in Oregon. Equity and a just transition to 
clean energy are central to the policy. None of the proceeds will go to the general fund. 
 
A dollar saved on energy is a dollar that stays in Oregon and can be invested in Oregon. 
Oregon is an energy consuming state. Money spent on fossil fuels leaves the state and drives the 
economies of oil, coal & natural gas producing states and countries. A cap on climate pollution will 
keep more energy dollars in our state. 

Has this ever been tried before? 

Yes. 10 states currently have successful cap & invest systems. 25% of Americans live in places with 
cap & invest program. California is part of the North American Carbon Market with the Canadian 
provinces of Quebec and Ontario, which all have an economy-wide cap and price on climate 
pollution. Oregon would link up with this market.  
 
In the Northeast, nine states are part of the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI), a cap and 
trade system for the utility sector. Both Virginia and New Jersey are moving to join RGGI, bringing the 
total to 11 states. Also, in the 1990s, bipartisan federal legislation set up a cap & trade system to stop 
acid rain. It was successful, saving untold millions in infrastructure and environmental damage, and 
the cost of compliance was about a quarter of original estimates.  

How is it doing in those places? 

California is cutting emissions while its economy grows. Thanks to its price on pollution, the state has 
invested $3.2 billion in clean energy solutions and cleaner transportation, more than 50% of 
which benefit economically disadvantaged communities. In 2017, California’s legislature took a 
bipartisan vote to extend its program for another 10 years. 
 



 
In RGGI states, since the program went into effect in 2009, the economy has grown an average of 
25% while electricity prices have fallen 3% and emissions have been slashed by 40%. States 
are making energy efficiency and renewable energy investments more affordable, 16,000 new jobs 
were created to do the clean energy work. All 9 states agreed this year to increase their reduction 
target by 30%.  

Who will oversee this program? 

By joining the North American Carbon Market, Oregon benefits from not having to set up a big system 
to handle the auctioning of permits. It’s already in place, administered for years by the Western 
Climate Initiative, a non-profit. In the state, the Department of Environmental Quality already monitors 
pollution and will have a hand in administering Clean Energy Jobs. Citizen oversight is built into the 
bill, including representatives from across the state, diverse backgrounds and industries.  

How does this help communities of color? 

Clean Energy Jobs investments will be prioritized for communities that need more opportunities and 
feel the impacts of climate change first. That means low-income, rural, and communities of color will 
see major investments. 
 
Renew Oregon’s coalition includes voices from communities of color, indigenous communities and 
advocates for low-income Oregonians. They’ve been at the table as the campaign worked out the 
guidelines for a policy we can endorse together. The proposed bill meets those guidelines for 
investment in communities, job opportunities, and real emissions reductions through access to 
affordable clean energy, increased transportation options and energy efficient housing.  

A few examples of how a transition to a clean energy economy could direct investments toward the 
most underserved/impacted communities and households in Oregon: 

● Increase access to public transit, safe walking and biking infrastructure; reduce pollution 
through vehicle electrification; and provide affordable options for travel to school and work. 

● Fund job readiness and career opportunities (e.g., workforce development programs, 
on-the-job training) 

● Reduce utility bills for low-income households by weatherizing homes and increasing energy 
efficient heating and cooling.  

● Bring jobs and housing closer together. Create jobs and reducing transportation costs by 
building affordable, energy-efficient housing near transit.  

● Fund vanpools for rural farm workers to travel more safely to work and with less fuel and air 
pollution created. 

● Ensure low-income households have access-- at low or no cost -- to community solar projects, 
which provide bill credits to the households for owning a portion of a solar power project.  

How does this help rural areas? 
Clean Energy Jobs investments will be prioritized for communities that need more opportunities and 
feel the impacts of climate change first. That means low-income, rural and communities of color will 
see major investments. Clean energy is less expensive, doesn’t pollute communities and increases 
local independence and resilience.  



 
 
We will create jobs in rural communities because this kind of work has to be done at home and can’t 
be outsourced -- energy efficient construction and installing clean energy like solar, geothermal and 
small hydro or wind projects. Rural parts of Oregon have ample resources like regular sunlight, strong 
wind and active geothermal springs to take advantage of these technologies. 
 
Farmers need help using less water and saving on electricity. Clean Energy Jobs will help pay to 
install advanced irrigation systems that are much more efficient, using less water and power. Small 
turbines can be installed in the pipes to generate electricity to use or sell -- a new revenue stream for 
rural economies. In Lake County, they’ve converted schools and the hospital to run geothermal 
heating and cooling, saving thousands on energy costs and putting good people to work.  
 
Rural landowners, like the Warm Springs Tribe in Eastern Oregon and the City of Astoria, are 
rewarded for protecting trees and clean water with proceeds through Clean Energy Jobs. Right now, 
the money comes from large emitters in California. The trees in Oregon absorb carbon dioxide, so by 
paying to keep the trees standing, those companies “offset” some of their contributions to global 
warming. The tribe and the city earn both a significant income for capital improvements and have 
bolstered the security of their watershed. 
Why not a carbon tax?  
Many years of work have gone into shaping the policy in Clean Energy Jobs. While several 
mechanisms were explored by lawmakers and a large coalition of groups, cap & invest emerged as 
the best policy for Oregon. After more than a decade of work, it is ready to cross the finish line in 
2019.  
 
The cap & invest system in Clean Energy Jobs is a flexible, market-based program that will allow 
industrial emitters to comply in the most efficient, low-cost way possible while still guaranteeing 
reductions in pollution. Companies will have flexibility for how they cut emissions and the cap gives 
certainty that emissions reductions will be achieved. By reinvesting the proceeds in clean energy 
solutions in Oregon and joining the North American Carbon Market, there will be even more options 
for reducing pollution. 
 
The price on pollution incentivizes large businesses to cut emissions, because for the first time the 
true cost we, the public, are bearing is recognized and emitters will be taking responsibility for it. Just 
as we all pay to have our trash picked up from the curb, it's fair for big polluters to pay for 
what they put into the air. Once improvements are made, those businesses will benefit from cost 
savings on energy, which will make them more competitive. 
 
A carbon tax does not guarantee emissions reductions like a cap does. While a tax could be set 
high enough to force a change in behavior by itself, that approach is rigid. There’s also concern that 
tax revenue might not as easily be directed to reduce pollution and create clean energy jobs as 
proceeds from cap & invest. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


