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What we mean by Environmental Justice

“The neighborhood needs emergency preparedness” – Sector Seven Resident

The equitable treatment 
and meaningful 
involvement of all people 
taking into consideration 
race, color, national origin, 
gender, able bodiness and 
income particularly in 
public policy that affects 
our direct environment 
and climate.



What Affects Our Direct Environment?

“I don’t trust the soil in the area so I can only grow food in containers”



“My Trees have been suffering from climate change”

What Affects Our Direct Environment?
Emissions From JH BAXTER Emissions From Trus Joist

Emissions From Arauco North America Emissions From McFarland



West Eugene Clean Air and Environmental 
Health Community Survey

“Air Pollution affects how often I have to wash windows and my car”



West Eugene Clean Air and Environmental Health Survey

“I had to Install Air filtration systems because of air pollution”
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Sector Five:
Behind Flakeboard, 
West  Beltline and 
South of Royal

West Eugene Clean Air and Environmental Health Survey
Sector Six:
South of 
Royal, 
North of 
Elmira

Sector Seven:
Behind JHBAXTER, North of Roosevelt, South of Elmira
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“The smell of chemicals at night are too strong”
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Disparities in Eugene’s Industrial Air Toxics Emissions
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Community Right to Know



“I feel as of recent that I am not wanted in my own neighborhood”
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Difference In Minority Population



“5 different people around the block all have pancreatic cancer and they are all under 50”

Health Differences Between West Eugene and the Rest of Eugene

Medical
Conditions

Sector Five (Behind
Flakeboard)

Sector Six (Elmira
to Royal)

Sector Seven 
(Roosevelt
to Elmira)

Rest of Eugene Average

Cancer 9% 17% 10% 5% 7.28%

Asthma 35% 35% 32% 17% 30%

Diabetes 22% 11% 28% 5% 16.6%

Heart Disease 4% 9% 10% 5% 7.8%

Stroke 9% 2% 6% 0% 5.2

Seasonal allergies 65% 56% 68% 45% 47.2%



“We Get Runny noses on bad air days”

Health Differences Between West Eugene and the Rest of Eugene

Medical
Conditions

Sector Five (Behind
Flakeboard)

Sector Six
(Elmira to Royal)

Sector Seven 
(Roosevelt to 

Elmira)

Rest of Eugene Average

High Blood 
Pressure

33% 24% 34% 22% 33.8%

Thyroid Disease 17% 2% 16% 15% 14.8%

Obesity 
Overweight

35% 11% 26% 17% 18.2%

Respiratory, 
Lung, Phlegm

20% 13% 16% 12% 14.4%

Skin Rashes/ 
Allergies

15% 13% 22% 17% 16%



“How do we know what is going out in the air isn’t making us sick”
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Arauco Mill doesn't belong in a community. They need to move out of the city limits. We are never told exactly what comes out of their 
smoke stacks
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Suspicion that toxic soil, air or water made you sick.
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“Smells so bad outside it makes it hard to open windows in the summer”
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Does the toxic smell affect your day to day life.



“I always have to check air pollution days to make sure my child's asthma won’t be bad”
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Do your health conditions worsen on days you detect odors?



“I have to stay home from work if my mental health is not good”
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Missed work or school due to difficulties breathing



Do you want clean air now? 
Get involved! 

Join the West Eugene 
Community Coalition!

https://www.beyondtoxics.org/
CleanAirForWestEugene

Or call Arjorie, West Eugene’s 
Organizer at (541) 321-6140


