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Nineteen environmental groups
push for pesticide rules

The groups range from local watershed alliances to Oregon Wild and the
Sierra Club
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Ever since residents in a Southern Oregon community near Gold Beach claimed weed
killer sprayed from a helicopter poisoned them in late 2013, the Eugene-based
environmental group Beyond Toxics has been pushing hard for stricter rules governing
aerial spraying.

Now it has company.

Nineteen environmental groups signed a
letter this week urging Oregon legislators
to adopt tighter rules for spraying weed
killer on the state’s forests. The groups
range from local watershed alliances to
Oregon Wild and the Sierra Club.
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groups help us explain why this practice is so damaging,” Beyond Toxics Director Lisa
Arkin said.

The environmental groups are asking the legislature for the following:
m Creation of buffers around homes and schools where spraying is prohibited.

m Expansion buffers around streams that serve as fish habitat and drinking water
sources.

m Creation of a system for timely alerts to residents about planned spraying.

m Open access to records of what pesticides have been sprayed, including when,
where and in what quantities.

m Resources and jurisdiction for the Oregon Health Authority to investigate incidents of
human exposure to pesticide spraying.

m A group of legislators led by Senator Michael Dembrow, D-Portland, has been
drafting a bill expected to address the same targets outlined by environmental groups.
In May, following the Oregon Department of Agriculture’s investigation into the Gold
Beach incident and subsequent revelations about the state’s flawed response,
Dembrow began a series of hearings as chair of the Senate Environment and Natural
Resources Committee.

Forest herbicide spraying has been a contentious issue in Oregon for decades.

Timber companies spray after logging to reduce competition for the next crop of trees
and spraying from helicopters is more efficient than weeding or spraying by hand. But
environmentalists have argued for years that Oregon’s regulation of the practice is
more lax than other states, and residents in rural communities across the western half
of the state have made claims about the health effects of herbicide exposure.

Timber industry groups have been vocal against efforts to increase regulation, claiming
the problems alleged by environmental groups are those of perception rather than
actual risk to human health or the environment.

“It seems like the efforts right now are searching for solutions when we haven'’t really
identified a problem that’s out there, other than perception,” Scott Dahiman, executive
director of Oregonians for Food and Shelter, said earlier in January. “We just want to
make sure we’re not taking Draconian steps to address something we haven’t even
identified yet.”

Others within the timber industry have expressed support for new rules, saying that
most herbicide applications pose no threat, but that the current system doesn’t do
enough to address spraying that does become problematic.
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NEW YORK (AP) — The milk industry is fed up with all the sourness over dairy.
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GUANTANAMO BAY NAVY BASE, Cuba — Two former CIA captives at Guantanamo have
been granted time-delayed, 30-minute video-chats with family — the first nearly live
conversations with home by men who disappeared into the spy agency’s secret prison
network a decade or more ago.
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